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*Archigram: an eponymous publication whose name was derived 
from the combination of the words “architecture” + “telegram”.
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The period between 1960-80 is a kind of golden age of small magazines and, in general,
architectural periodicals. Starting in the UK and later in the US, a number of design magazines
with little or no fund are published in most countries. These are also useful to show in which
countries architectural life is alive at that time.

Archigram was exhibiting in favor of Experimental attitude against Conservative attitude in the
periodical architectural magazines. It can be said that Archigram is an architectural myth and it
influences the next generations as both magazine identity and architectural attitude.

Archigram were a collective of British architects established in the sixties and
dissolved by the mid-seventies. They were published in 9 issues from 1961 to 1974.

Despite never having a realised project, they created some of the 20th century's
most iconic images and projects, they rethought the relationship of technology,
society and architecture, predicted and envisioned the information revolution
decades before it came to pass, and reinvented a whole mode of architectural
education. Therefore they produced a seam of architectural thought with truly
global impact.

The name Archigram (Architecture+Telegram) was invented to describe a home-
made magazine, the free-form was designed to explore new projects and new
thinking which were overturning the strict modernist dictates of the 1960s.

In 1961, Archigram was born as a single sheet magazine filled with poems and sketches. As David Greene wrote in the first issue, it was meant as a platform for the voices of a young
generation of architects and artists:

“A new generation of architecture must arise with forms and spaces which seem to reject the precepts of ‘Modern’ yet in fact retains those precepts. We have chosen to bypass the
decaying Bauhaus image which is an insult to functionalism.”



The group was comprised of six members.

The Six Members of Archigram are Peter Cook, David Greene, Mike Webb, Ron Herron, Warren
Chalk and Dennis Crompton. Cook, Greene and Webb met in 1961, collaborated on the first Archigram
magazine, later inviting Herron, Chalk and Crompton to join them, and the magazine name stuck to them
as a group. Archigram projects are by named individuals and include other collaborators.

Only joint photo of the Archigram archives
group, taken in 1987, at a commemorative
dinner. From left to right: David Greene,
Warren Chalk, Peter Cook, Michael
Webb, Ron Herron, Dennis Crompton.

«Archigram was, beyond everything, immensely creative. I don't think
we have to be shy about that. When the group was first formed in 1964
it consisted of six men who ranged in temperament from the laconic to
the bright-eyed, and in age and experience from the hardened builders
of local authority schools and public buildings, to young architects who
were in their first jobs after school.»
Peter Cook, London 2012



David Greene
Born Nottingham, 1937, English architect, lecturer
and writer on architectural subjects.

The poet of the group. Sometimes contemplative,
sometimes fatalist, he reacts to these moods in a
positive way: writing or inventing something that
often has references to the existing world, contrived in
an original way.

Concerned with conceptual possibilities and a
fascination with the words absence and erasure, in
particular the erasure of architecture by digital
technology.

He tries to speculate on what a new architecture
might be for the culture of the person that Marshal
McLuhan calls "the Electronic Man". He has continued
to be suspicious of the status of the drawing
preferring the medium of the ‘adjusted photograph’.

Dennis Crompton
Born 1935, Blackpool, English architect, lecturer and writer on architectural subjects.
He was known as the back-room fixer dealing with technology and looking after the
archives of the Archigram group.

Conspicuously in charge of all technical matters that form part of Archigram’s output.

The inventor of the “things that go bang in the night”.

An enthusiast on gadgets, machines, techniques and systems.

The most practical member of the group who has nevertheless been known to flip
completely when confronted with the opportunity to make a bigger and better and
more bang-in-the-night apparatus.

Dennis in the darkroom of the Archigram offices at 52 Endell
Street; formerly



Michael Webb
Mike ‘Spider’ Webb, born Henley-on- Thames, UK, 1937. English architect.

Has for some considerable time been living in the United States of America, and so is in a
sense a ‘corresponding’ member of the Group. Nevertheless, his airmail relationship
(and occasional head-to-head sessions) with the London part of the group is a very
necessary part of its thinking and the total effort.

Always something of a loner, he too feels the pull and the necessity of the total
Archigram effort Archigram.

Ron Herron
Born 1930, London, a notable English architect and
teacher. He was perhaps best known for his work
Archigram. Herron is the creator of one of the group's
best known and celebrated projects, The Walking City. He
died in 1994.

Born in London.
Draws like a dream ... apparently effortlessly.
Doesn't enjoy superfluous chat but does enjoy cheerful 
situations.
Always sees good in people and situations.
An optimist who cannot see why everyone makes such a 
hassle over everything. 
Observes quietly ... and then synthesises it all through a 
project.
Beyond this all, not as uncomplicated as he may seem, on 
the odd occasion when he does really dig his heels in on 
an issue, he is the toughest and least transigent of the lot.



Peter Cook
Born 1936. English architect, lecturer and writer on architectural subjects. Founder of Archigram, and knighted in
2007 by the Queen for his services to architecture and teaching. He is also a Royal Academician and a
Commandeur de l'Ordre des Arts et des Lettres of the French Republic. His achievements with Archigram were
recognised by the Royal Institute of British Architects in 2004, when the group was awarded the Royal Gold Medal.

The most talkative and “public“ member of the group. Enjoys inventing situations and very much enjoys forming
analogies between the quirks and experiences of individual people and possibilities for the environment that are
ambiguous and unexpected.

Preoccupied by the idea of “Metamorphosis“.

Enjoys drawing illustrations of these analogies and metamorphoses rather than writing about them.

Warren Chalk
Born 1927, London. English architect. Amongst the group he
was known as "the catalyst of ideas". Died in 1987.

During his early years at Manchester Art College, he was torn 
between painting and architecture.

The most abrasive and critical of the Archigram Group, his
doubts and dissatisfaction with the obvious and the banal
have many times been justified by subsequent events. Wrote
frequently in Architectural Design on a variety of topics, often
based upon a re-observation of the myths and curiosities of
our culture, where this can give a clue to alternatives to the
obvious and banal.



Archigram office, London: Archigram secretary Lisa sitting with
Bernard Tschumi reading 'Melody Maker', and Colin Fournier looking
through a camera with a student next to him looking directly to
camera, 1972.

Archigram office, London: Colin Fournier (centre) examining a
student's camera with Hazel Cook, wife of Archigram member
Peter Cook, looking on, 1972.

Archigram office, London: Archigram member Ron Herron at
his drawing board with Hazel Cook, wife of Peter Cook,
opposite, 1972.



The middle of the 50s brought with it the peak of mass production. England
was invaded by American culture, inundated by its industrial products in
screaming colours, sub-cultures of industry and entertainment, film, rock and
roll and other derivatives of hyper-consumerism.

Archigram opened up architecture to pop-culture. Its strong
iconography, inspired by science-fiction and comic-books, is an
indispensable support for its ephemeral architecture of hobby and
pleasure.

Their slogans revolve around the playful, disposables, robots,
containers, events, connections, the instantaneous, emancipation,
inflatable...

The projects included the famous Walking City, Plug-in City and Instant
City, which variously proposed the use of pods, capsules,
megastructures, inflatable or temporary components, cars, furniture,
clothes and gadgets to replace conventional building forms – in other
words, the inventive use of new technologies to rethink society and its
forms of habitation.

But, they Remembered for Living city, their only common exhibition at
the ICA in 1963 Plug-in and Walking cities and their two major media
successes, Beyond Architecture in 1967, then Instant City.

«The fundamental characteristics of futuristic architecture will be
expendability and transience. Our house will last less time than we do,
every generation must make its own city.»
Archigram



CAPSULE HOMES PROJECT, 1964, WARREN CHALK, TAYLOR WOODROW
Experimental design commissioned by Taylor Woodrow for a prefabricated dwelling
based on the space capsule and customised through different components.

SPRAY PLASTIC HOUSE PROJECT, 1961, DAVID GREENE
Proposal for dwellings formed by excavating spaces from large polystyrene block, sprayed internally with
fibreglass, and dismantling polystyrene.

LIVING POD PROJECT, 1967, DAVID GREENE
Speculative proposal for a high-rise stacking structure for Living Pod components.

BLOW-OUT VILLAGE PROJECT, 1966, PETER COOK
Speculative proposal for mobile village using hovercraft, hydraulics and inflatable technologies

1: Hovercraft 2: Opening Up 3: To Become A Village
Overhead View Plans, Elevations And Diagrams

Model                                    Net structure plans



CUSHICLE & SUITALOON PROJECTS, 1966, MICHAEL WEBB
Speculative design for a personal, individual and portable dwelling unit which may be ‘worn’ for transport and unpacked for occupation.

Side Elevation of Cushicle
Side Elevation of Empty 
Suit Attached To Cushicle

Side Elevation of Empty Suit Attached To 
Cushicle In Reclining

Side Elevation of Empty Suit And Cushicle
Combo Attached To

Side Elevation of Fully Inflated Suitaloon
And Cushicle Combo

Three ConfigurationsSuitaloon In Four Stages



LIVING CITY EXHIBITION, ICA GALLERY, LONDON

Warren Chalk + Peter Cook + Dennis Crompton
+ Theo Crosby + David Greene + Ron Herron
+ Peter Taylor + Michael Webb 1963

Exhibition of Archigram work, designed and curated by
Archigram at the Institute of Contemporary Arts,
London, 19th June-2nd August 1963. Also exhibited at
Manchester City Art Gallery and Walker Art Gallery,
Cambridge.

…our belief in the city as a unique organism underlies the
whole project…

Exhibition Poster

Living City Diary

Exhibition Space in Plan

Exhibition Model



Map of England With Spread of Plug-in City Plug-in City Map 1

Plug-In City is one of the first megastructures
conceived by Archigram. The project incorporates
notions first developed in City Interchange about
channeling traffic, information, and support
systems, but within an urban setting where people
live and work. Plug-In City consists of a network of
access ways to transportation and essential
services, such as electricity, plumbing, and heating,
upon which housing and commercial modules are
attached via a system of service cranes. The
structure is tubular and multi-layered, based on
the archetypal medieval city wall. The tubular wall
structure serves as a viaduct for the channeling of
services and communication networks to live/work
modules attached to the framework. The modules
are designed for obsolescence to be replaced by
newer more efficient models, resulting in a
cityscape that is in a perpetual state of
metamorphosis.

PLUG-IN CITY
Warren Chalk + Peter Cook + Dennis Crompton 1964
Speculative study showing the spread of Plug-in City over England.



Central London - Stage 3 of Plug-in City Plug-in City - AXONOMETRICPlug-in City Max Pressure Area

Plug-In Office Stacks And Housing For Charing Cross Road



Walking City imagines a future in which borders and boundaries are abandoned in favor of a nomadic lifestyle among groups of people worldwide. Inspired by NASA's
towering, mobile launch pads, hovercraft, and science fiction comics, Archigram envisioned parties of itinerant buildings that travel on land and sea. Like so many of
Archigram's projects, Walking City anticipated the fast-paced urban lifestyle of a technologically advanced society in which one need not be tied down to a permanent
location. The structures are conceived to plug into utilities and information networks at different locations to support the needs and desires of people who work and play,
travel and stay put, simultaneously. By means of this nomadic existence, different cultures and information is shared, creating a global information market that anticipates
later Archigram projects, such as Instant City and Ideas Circus.

WALKING CITY
Ron Herron 1964
Proposal for a nomadic city infrastructure in which urban utilities would not be tied to a specific location. Originally called Cities:Moving

Walking City In New York

'New York' Sketch From Ron Herron Sketchbook



Walking City At Rest / Night Walking City Fantasy And Reality

Cities Moving (elevation)

Walking City, New York At Night

Walking City In Desert 



Instant City travels from town to town like a circus. It is transported from
location to location via trucks and airships. It is erected and unfolded in a
short period of time into a sprawling entertainment complex that offers the
virtual experience of urban life, bringing news, events and the flavor of city
living to remote areas. Instant City was the result of a grant awarded to
Archigram by Chicago's Graham Foundation for Advanced Studies in the Arts
in 1968. The project sought to reconcile conflicting human natures - to travel
and to stay put; to visit the city but reside in the suburbs; to experience
change and yet preserve tradition. It also incorporates Archigram's ongoing
interest in the dynamic potential of an itinerant, impermanent metropolis as
in Walking City.

INSTANT CITY (IC)
Peter Cook + Dennis Crompton + Ron Herron 1968
Speculative research project exploring possibilities of injecting metropolitan
dynamic into other areas through temporary events, structures, mobile
facilities and information technology.

Instant City: Typical Configuration Elevation

Plan of Total Assembly



Instant City Sketches From Notebooks



Over the last five years Archigram magazine has concerned itself with a break-out from stagnant, art-conscious architecture. Its discussions have passed through prefabrication, throw-
away buildings, over-the-counter buildings to the comprehension of forces outside architecture that could be encompassed to widen its scope. More lately, the magazine and the group
of architects with whom it is associated have been looking at ways of balancing these technologies against the basic freedom of the individual which it must serve.

It is now possible for every man, through the means of radio and other electronics to be a satellite of the forces of the entire world. Environment is no longer just a matter of hard
buildings. A condition can be summoned-up by the turning of a switch. The old labels of ‘building’, ‘vehicle’, place’, ‘structure’ are becoming intermixed. A car may be a house or an
extension of the foot that becomes an extension of the head. The emancipation of man is the controlling factor. The artefacts that the exhibition is concerned with need to be
scrambled and open-ended in just this way as they will need to be when they become our way of living beyond the limits of architecture.

BEYOND ARCHITECTURE EXHIBITION
‘Projection of 640 images’. Exhibition held at the Museum of Modern Art, Oxford, opening 22nd February 1967.

Projection of 640 Images Exhibition


